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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. vi. of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 185-9. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
a Trade Report published by the Foreign Office since the 
last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and a 
note of Reports issued by the Colonial Office during the 
same period will be found on pp. 183-4. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

mw . trade received at the Canadian Government 

Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
‘information may be obtained :— 


Home Enguiries.—A manufacturer of copper and tin moulds and 
paste cutters for kitchen use is desirous of ‘getting into communi- 
cation with hardware firms in Canada ready to purchase these ~ 


A 
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CANADA—continued. 


A firm in the Midlands desire to receive quotations from 
Canadian shippers of fruit and poultry (turkeys). 

A Birmingham firm who wish to introduce Canadian manu- 
factures to their foreign correspondents, desire to get into com- 
munication with reliable commission agents in Montreal, Toronto, 
and other centres who could undertake the purchase and shipment 
of the goods required, viz., hardware, lumber, &c. 

Enquiry is made for the names of Canadian firms who are 
prepared to export roofing slates. 

Canadian Enquiry. A gentleman with considerable experience 
in the hardware and metal trade in Canada, is open to take up the 
representation of English or Canadian manufacturers desirous of 
participating in the South African market. 

Foreign Enquiry.-Enquiry is made by a Barcelona house for 
the address of Canadian manufacturers of evaporated cream. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following particulars relating to trade conditions and prospects 
in the Yukon are extracted from a report to 


ee the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association by 
Contin Token. Mr. 8. Morley Wickett, Ph.D., and published . 


' in “Industrial Canada,” the organ of that 
Association, for October. 

The value of foreign goods (i.e., not Canadian) imported into, 
and of goods exported from, the Yukon territory since 1899 (the 
date of the first statistical record for the territory) is shown in 
the following table, the figures for which have been supplied 
by the Collector of Customs :— 


Imports from | Exports ;to 
Fiscal year ending 30th June. oreign 
Countries. Countries. 
. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
1899 .. 1,651,429 (No returns) 1,651,429 
1900 .. 2,678,121 9,095,954 11,774,075 
1901 .. 2,823,633 13,914,676 16,738,309 
1902 .. 2,019,782 14,083,487 16,103,269 


Allowing for the conditions peculiar to a novel-and distant post, 


as was the Klondike during the first three years, the figures given 
should not be taken as more.than approximations. It must not be 
forgotten, too, that trade returns for the Yukon can take no 
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CANADA—continued. 


account of the large quantities of foreign goods sent from 
Vancouver and Victoria, which must, therefore, appear as Canadian. 

Mr. Wickett expresses the opinion that Canadians could profit- 
ably increase their trade in the following classes of goods: Mining 
machinery, especially pulsometer and other pumps; boilers; 
waggons, carriages and sleighs; candles, soap and lubricating 
oils ; electric apparatus; rubber boots, &c.; ready-made clothing 
and woollen underclothing ; beer, &c. 

As regards the item of beer, there is a clause in the Yukon Act 
providing that no brewery shall be licensed in the territory. 
The effect of this clause is to throw the entire sale of beer, with 
the exception of that supplied to the Mounted Police, into the 
hands of the United States. A local brewery would, doubtless, 
yield handsome returns to the holder of a brewery license. 

To capture the market for mining machinery, waggons’ and 
sleighs, manufacturers should make a special effort. ‘There are 
many Canadian boilers, waggons and sleighs in the Yukon; but 
from 80 to 85 per cent. of the mining machinery employed is from 
the United States, and about 50 per cent. of the waggons and 
sleighs. Mr. Wickett adds: “I believe it would repay two or 
three firms manufacturing the above lines to send a reliable repre- 
sentative into the Yukon in the early spring, who could make 
himself familiar with the country and advise them with regard to 
the most serviceable kinds of machinery in demand, and besides 
taking orders make arrangements for shipments on consignment.” 

A few characteristics of the northern market appear worthy of 
special mention :—(1) The Klondike, even more so than other 
mining camps, demands the best qualities of commodities. No 
more serious mistake could be made than to imagine that the 
miner is satisfied with rough and ready articles of use, consumption 
or apparel. A defective boiler, or machine, for example, means 
the loss of part of a valuable summer; cheap clothing means weak 
sewing ; and cheap food may not keep. The high cost of carriage, 
moreover, makes the original cost a matter relatively of less 
importance ; while the purchasing agents of the trading companies 
are discriminating buyers. 

(2) Observance of shipping instructions, particularly as regards 
date of shipment, is of prime importance. The northern buyer 
has to place himself in the hands of those from whom he buys. A 
mistake or delay in shipment may mean the loss in whole or in 
part of a season’s trade. Buyers accordingly prefer dealing with 
large manufacturers. This preference is fortified by the necessity 
of Klondike houses buying in the autumn in quantities large 
enough to tide over the winter months. 
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AUSTRALIA. 


The Belgian Consul-General at Melbourne in a recent report 
published in the “Bulletin Commercial” 
(Brussels) of 11th inst., states that a strong 
ee movement is on foot in that city for the utilisa- 
anemerinedl tion of automobiles as a means of transport. 
The question of their use for the postal service in the environs of 
Melbourne is under consideration, the collection of letters from the 
letter boxes within a radius of six miles from the central office 
being at present made by means of vans necessitating the employ- 
ment of from 40 to 50 horses. The Consul-General adds that 
trials are being made with automobiles, and a comparison instituted 
with regard to the rapidity, regularity, and cost of transport of the 
mails. In the event of the adoption of the new system, it is said 
that tenders for the supply of automobiles will shortly be called for. 


Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Tenders fi Adelaide, up till 3 p.m. on 10th December, for 
the supply of the following materials, delivered 
Tra “na iad in bond, on wharf, Port Adelaide; wharfage to 
th be paid by the contractor :— 
oa a One sixteen (16) tons overhead travelling 
crane, rope-driven, with driving gear, 
straining gear, pulleys, brackets, &c., complete (3 drawings, 
2s. each). 
Four thirty-five (35) tons overhead travelling cranes, electrically 
driven with motors, &c., complete (1 drawing 2s.). 

Specifications may be seen and forms of tender obtained at the 
above office, and at the office of the Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
Islington, South Australia; specifications may also be seen at the 
office of the Agent-General for South Australia, 1, Crosby Square, 
London, E.€. 

‘Copies of indent, with specification complete (3s. each) and 
drawings, may be obtained at the Chief Mechanical Engineer’s 
office, Islington, South Australia. 

Date of delivery, as well as the names of the manufacturers of 
the materials tendered for, must be distinctly stated in each tender. 

The materials are subject to the inspection, test, and approval of 
the Government Inspecting Engineer, in London, or the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer, in Adelaide. 

The expenses of the Inspecting Engineer will be paid by the 
Agent-General, London (except in cases as specified), who will also 
advance 75 per cent. on the contract upon receipt of bills of lading, 
insurance policy, and the usual shipping documents, accompanied 
by the certificate of the Inspecting Engineer; and the balance of 
the contract will be paid in Adelaide or London, at the option of 
the contractor, wpon satisfactory delivery of the materials. 
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Successful tenderers will be required, within seven days of date 
of notice of acceptance of tender, to enter into an agreement and 
make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. of the total value of their 
accepted tender, as security for the due fulfilment of contract. 

Tenders should be endorsed “Tender for Railway Materials.” 

Neither the lowest nor any tender necessarily accepted. 


MALTA. 


A notification has been received at the Board of Trade to the effect 
that sealed tenders will be received at the office 
of the Receiver-General and Director of 
Contracts, Valletta, until 11 a.m. of Friday, the 
14th November next, for the supply of cast- 
— iron pipes and irregular castings. 

e No tender will be considered that is received 
after the said date and hour. Tenderers in England not having a 
representative in Malta are to deposit with the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies the sum of 50/. as surety. The tenderer whose offer is 
accepted shall be held to have bound himself to an agreement, and 
may be compelled to carry out the obligations arising from his 
tender, notwithstanding that he may not have signed a formal 
contract. 

The Government reserves to itself the right of accepting or 
rejecting, wholly or in part, any of the tenders received. Particulars, 
specifications, &c., may be obtained on application to the Public 
Works Department, in Malta, or to the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies, Downing Street, Londor. 


Tenders for the 
Supply of Cast- 
iron Pipes and 


EGYPT. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
es received from the Administration of the Egyptian 
L ane h State Railways a notification to the effect that 
tenders for the supply of teak logs, Swedish 
decal deals, &c., for the construction of carriages and 

trucks, will be received up to noon of the 15th prox. 

Tenders, on stamped paper, must be addressed to Monsieur le 
Président, Chemins de Fer de |’Etat, Cairo. 

A copy of the specification may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., or can be obtained on application to Lieut.-Col. 
Western, R.E., C.M.G., Broadway Chambers, Westminster, S.W., 


_ upon payment of 2s. per copy. 


| 
| 
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NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, from 
Tenders fo H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, a notifi- 
a ~— . cation to the effect that tenders in sealed 
th envelopes marked “ Forbrugssager, 1903,” for 
ees © the supply of the necessary quantity for the 
State ways. working of the State Railways of sweet oil, 
lamp oil, mineral oil, linseed oil, whale oil, tallow, cotton waste, 
hemp yarn, soft soap, stearine lights, black and bar tin, phosphor 
tin, white lead, nails, matches, smiths’ coal, anthracite coal, and 
cinders will be received at the Management’s Office, Christiania, 
up to 3 p.m. on the 11th prox. Tenders may include one or more 
articles and places of delivery. 

Tenders sent in by telegraph or telegrams, modifying tenders 
already sent in, must bear the mark above prescribed immediately 
after the address. 

Samples of the goods offered should be sent in before expiry of 
date for tendering. 

Conditions containing specification and list of places of delivery 
can be seen at the office of the Superintendent of the Engineering 
Department, Christiania. 

Right is reserved to accept any tender in whole or in part, or 
to reject all tenders. 

Apart from the usual] Customs duties, a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. is given to native manufactures. 


DENMARK-—FAROE ISLANDS. 


A despatch dated 8th inst. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
oo from H.M. Consul at Thorshavn, reporting that 
Fishing my _ there is a constant enquiry in the Faroe Islands 
-~ vo al for fishing smacks or disused sailing yachts 
Sailing Yachts. hich could be used for fishing. The Consul 
adds that they must be strongly built, and that an occasional 
advertisement in the local newspapers would be the best means of 
finding purchasers for fishing vessels. 


BELGIUM. 

The ‘‘ Moniteur Belge” of 20th/21st inst. announces that tenders 
will be opened at 11 a.m. on the 11th prox. at 
the offices of that Journal, Rue de Louvain 
Supply of Faper. No. 40, Brussels, for the supply of paper for 
the year 1903 for the “ Moniteur Belge,” the ‘“‘ Comptes rendus 

lementaires,” the “ Recueil des lois,” &c. 
Conditions of contract and samples may be seen at the offices 
above mentioned, where any further information may be obtained. 
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BELGIU M—continued. 


The same issue of the “ Moniteur Belge” contains an announce- 
Tenders for ment to the effect that sealed tenders will be 
ogy all opened at 11 a.m. on the 21st prox., at the 

© supply % office of the Ministry of War, Rue Royale No. 5, 


Leather for ‘ 
Brussels, for the supply of the followin 

Army Boots, dc. quantities and descriptions of leather for the re 

of the army :— 

12,200 kilogs. of vamps, squared (for infantry boots) in 10 lots. 
2,320 » (for cavalry boots) ,, 2 ,, 
54,350 ,, raw hides in whole skins... de 
15,290 smoothed shoulder leather (cow) ,, 10 ,, 
864, goat’s skin for bellows 
1,485 calf parings eas 

500 pairs of calf vamps for boot a’ Te 


659 =, ” ” ” semi-top boots 
8,176 pairs of heifer vamps for boots... 
880 id semi top-boots ... ,, 2 ,, 
The conditions of contract, together with samples of the leathers, 
may be seen at the above-mentioned office. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 11th inst. announces 
that tenders will be opened on the 26th prox. 


ye iy by the Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer 
Construction. Vicinaux,” at No. 14, Rue de la Science, 


Brussels, for the construction of the section of 
the line from Courcelles to Tilly, on the local line from Courcelles 
to Incourt. 

The upset price of the work is 291,283 francs Spas and a 
deposit of 29,000 francs (1,160/.) is required. Tenders by 
registered letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the 
Company at the address given above, where they will be received 
not later than the 25th November. Plans, estimates, and con- 
ditions of contract may be seen at the Company’s office and at the 
office of M. Dartevelle, No. 18, Rue de Turquie, Saint Gilles, 
Brussels, after the 29th inst. 

The eonditions of contract may be obtained on payment of 
1 frane (10d.). 


FRANCE. 


Referring to the notice published at pp. 332-3 of the “Board of 
Trade Journal” for 15th November, 1900, the 

New Telegraph Tynited States Consul at Rouen reports that, 
Cables. according to the “Journal de Rouen” of 18th 

ult., it has been decided to open to public bids the contract for the — 
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supply and laying of the submarine cables: (1) From Brest to 
Dakar; (2) From Tamatave to Reunion and from Reunion to 
Mauritius; (3) From Saigon to Pontianak (Borneo). 

It may be well to recall, says the Consul, that these cables 
belong to a programme made some years ago, a part of which has 
already been carried out, namely, the laying of the cable from 
Tourane to Amoy, in the extreme Orient, and from Oran to 
Tanger, both of which have been working since June, 1901. The 
lines from Dakar to Konakry, from Grand Bassam to Kotonou, 
and from Kotonou to Libreville, have been bought. To connect 
the metropolis with the French occidental African lines, the 
French Government had thought to prolong the cable from 
Tanger to Teneriffe and thence to St. Louis ; but this combina- 
tion having the inconvenience of passing through a foreign 
country, it has been deemed better to lay this cable direct, which 
will undoubtedly offer advantages of security and rapidity, and 
further facilitate relations with South America, which is connected 
with St Louis, vid Senegal, by the line from Pernambuco. 

It has also been thought best to sukstitute for the Oran-Teneriffe- 
St. Louis project the line from Brest to Dakar. It is expected 
that the line will be in working order within eleven months after 
the necessary credits have been voted. The Consul states that 
the contract was to be put up to tender on the 21st October; but 
this date was dependent upon the passage of the law affecting 
supplies. 

The cable from Tamatave to Reunion and to Mauritius is 
intended to increase French communications with Madagascar and 
the French Colony of Reunion; and the line from Saigon to 
Pontianak is to augment the interests between French Indo-China 
and the islands of Borneo and Java. These cables are placed for 
contract at the same time as the line from Dakar to Brest, but are 
expected to be in working order in less than eleven months. 


PORTUGAL—MADEIRA. 


The United States Consul at Funchal, in a recent report, states 
._. that according to the last census Funchal has 
=o a population of 50,000 people. The city is 
ws spread over a large area, stretching up and 


down hill, and yet it has no public telephone. The postal service 
is not of the best. The common communication is by note and 
messenger. Several of the leading business houses have private 
telephones. The different villages of the island of Madeira have 
telegraph and postal communications with Funchal. A wire 
connects with the lighthouse at Point St. Lourenzo, 20 miles away, 
and gives news of approaching steamers from the north about three 
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hours before their arrival. The local telegraph charges are three- 
pence for the first word, and a halfpenny tox each additional word. 
The postal service is tri-weekly, and the mails are carried on foot. 
It seems, adds the Consul, that there is an opening for an enter- 
prising man to obtain a concession for a public telephone service. 


SPAIN. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 15th inst. contains a Royal Order 
authorising the Director-General of Posts and 


—— Telegraphs to purchase direct, without the 
a re formalities of calling for tenders, the telegraph 


and telephone material, cables, ironwork for 
repair of posts, which the most peremptory needs of the service 
may require, within the amounts stated in the current estimate. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Journal” of 

. last week, p. 101, it is to be noted that the 

a “ Gaceta = Madrid” of 15th inst. contains a 

5 notice correcting the former order granting a 

concession for an appropriation of water from the River Tajo, and 

making the amount read 16 cubic metres of water per second, 
instead of 10 cubic metres. 


The *‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 17th inst. contains a Royal Order, 
Matetials fhe authorising the Minister of Marine to acquire 
Ganeietectin by direct negotiation, the materials necessary 
aa . to construct in the Arsenal of Ferrol, the hull 
ees of the exploring launch of the iron-clad “ Pelayo.” 


The ‘“ Gaceta de neg 2 8th inst. contains an Order granting 

to n Eugenio Grasset an appropriation of 

1,000 litres water per the river 

Pajares (Province of Oviedo), for the production 

of electrical energy for traction purposes on a railway from Los 

Morteras de la Rumia to the station of Fuente de los Ferros, for 

which a concession for 99 years is sought, as well as for the 
production of motive power generally, under certain conditions. 


The same “ Gaceta ” contains an Order granting to Don Eusebio 
. Pelegri y Camps an appropriation of 9,000 
Hydro-Electric  jitres of water per second from the river Segre 


Installation. = (‘Province of Lerida) at Prat de Via, and 2,500 
litres of water per second from the river Arausa, the water to be 
returned to the river at stated points named, for motive power ; 
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SPAIN—continued. 


also an appropriation for 12,100 litres per second from the river 
Segre, at Roca de San Armengol, for the same purposes, and to be 
returned to the river in like manner. 

The ‘“Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Tradg, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


PERU. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 25th ult., a despatch has now been 


Bas oneal received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
dhe Fnustrial Minister Resident and Consul-General at Lima 
Applications of reporting that the Executive Committee of the 

‘Alcohol. Exhibition of Industrial Applications of Alcohol 


: has decided to postpone the inauguration of the 
exhibition until 1st January, 1903, at the instance of the Peruvian 
Government. 
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The following particulars relating to the mineral production of 
India in 1901 are extracted from a return compiled under the 
direction of Mr. J. E. O’Conor, Director-General of Statistics in 
India 


Salt.—-The production of salt in India averages about a million 
tons annually, fluctuating from time to time with the seasons. 
Last year the production was 1,102,546 tons. In 1900 the pro- 
duction at the Sambhar Lake was extremely small, but with a 
better season manufacture in 1901 was very active. The largest 
proportion of the salt produced in India is, however, sea salt made 
on the coast, in Sind, Bombay, Madras, Burma, and at Aden. 
The quantity so made on the Indian coasts in 1901 represented 
two-thirds of the whoie production. 


Coal.—This industry is expanding so rapidly from year to year 
that a statement of the average production over a series of years 
would not convey a true idea of the conditions. The output has 
increased from 3,540,000 tons in 1895 to 6,636,000 tons in 1901. 
Coal is found of varying quality over a very extensive area of the 
Indian region, At present the principal mines are situated in the 
Raniganj district in Bengal, at Singareni in the Nizam’s Territory, 
in the Lakhimpur district in Upper Assam, at Mohpani and 
Warora in the Central Provinces, and at Umaria in the Central 
Indian Agency. 

Indian coal is now extensively, in some places exclusively, 
employed for the railways, coasting and river steamers, mills and 
factories ; but, as in the case of salt, the conditions of transport 
are not yet sufficiently developed (though they are being greatly 
improved) to permit of the exclusive use of Indian coal for indus- 
trial purposes. The quantity of Indian coal used in India is 
therefore supplemented by an importation which has averaged 
280,000 tons annually in the last five years. Imported coal is 
mostly landed in Bombay, the mills in that place requiring large 
quantities of fuel and being too remote from the Indian sources of 
supply to find the use of Indian coal economical, having regard to 
the easy conditions on which steamers carry coal to India as 
freight. Most of the imported coal is English, a small quantity 
being received also from Japan. 


Gold.—Gold is produced mostly in the mines of the Kolar 
district in Mysore, where the annual output now exceeds half-a- 
million ounces. From the mines in the Nizam’s territory only a 
small quantity has been extracted as yet. No account is taken of 
the gold produced in parts of Northern India from the washings 
of river sands; it is well known that it is entirely insignificant, 
but there are no means of stating the quantity statistically. 

The aggregate reported production is 531,766 ozs., the value of 
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which may be taken to represent at 4/. an ounce about two millions 
sterling. It is all shipped to London. 


Petroleum, the production which is confined to Burma and 
Assam, amounted to 50,000,000 galls. in 1901, more than 
49,000,000 galls. being of Burma production. Although the 
production has expanded very largely, it is still insufficient for 
the requirements of the Indian market, which are met by the 
importation of some 81,000,000 galls. from the United States and 
Russia. The exports of Burma petroleum last year were :—, 


To foreign countries vei 37,241 galls. 
Indian ports... .-- 18,688,009 _,, 


It should be borne in mind, however, that the Indian production 
is stated in terms of crude petroleum, while the imports consist of 
kerosene and lubricating oil. 


Saltpetre—This article, which is largely produced for export, 
was in former years of much greater importance than now, the 
decline in demand for gunpowder and the preservation of food, 
with the competition of the nitrates, having operated to prevent 
an expansion of the exports. It is most largely produced in 
Behar, whence the article is sent to Calcutta for export after 
refinement. The average production is stated to amount to only 
about 251,000 ewts., of which 209,000 cwts. are reported to have 
been made in Bengal—that is, in Behar. But the production is 
grossly understated, for the average annual exports of refined 
saltpetre from Calcutta in the last five years have amounted to 
370,398 cwts., and this represents a much larger quantity of crude 
saltpetre. 


Iron.-—The production of iron is as yet quite in its infancy, the 
ore being worked for the most part only in the Raniganj district 
of Bengal, where it occurs in close proximity to the coalfields. 
According to the figures, which, however, are of doubtful accuracy, 
the production in 1900 amounted to only 63,000 tons, of which 
57,000 tons were produced in Raniganj. For the adequate 
utilisation of the iron ores of Bengal and other parts of India 
the application of very large capital is necessary for the manu- 
facture of wrought iron and steel in the forms in which these 
metals are mainly used in India, and the prospects of such an 
enterprise have not hitherto seemed suffiviently decided to induce 
capitalists to venture on the sinking of the great sums of money 
required for work on the extensive scale which alone would be 
remunerative. 


Graphite (Plumbago).—In the State of Travancore there are four 
mines from which graphite was extracted in 1901-02 to the 
amount of 2,490 tons. No information has been given of the 
quality of the graphite. It is doubtless exported, but no par- 
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ticulars of the trade have been furnished nor are the capabilities 
of the mines known. 


Other Minerals.—These are relatively of small economic import- 
ance, manganese ore, mica, and tin ore alone being of commercial 
importance. The production of manganese commenced a few 
years ago, the product being shipped to England. It is all 
exported, but it does not seem to be a quickly expanding trade ; 
the exports last year were 133,170 tons. The extraction of mica 
has been an industry in Bengal for a considerable period, and 
recently this mineral has been worked in Madras in some quantity. 
This is also mainly exported, the exports last year being 815 tons. 
Tin mining has been carried on for many years by Chinese in 
Lower Burma, but their operations have not indicated any tendency 
. — and the trade is trifling. It is practically all used in 

ndia. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of the principal 
minerals produced in India in the year 1901 as compared with the 
figures for the preceding year :— 


Quantity. Value. 
1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 
Rs, Rs. 
Sait .... Tons} 1,005,022 1,102,546 45,78,295 56,22,728 
Coal... 6,118,692 | 6,635,727 | 2,01,46,222 | 1,98,50,582 
Gold... . Ozs, 513,266 531,766 | 2,83,77,063 | 2,89,61,061 
Petroleum ... Galls. | 37,729,211 | 50,075,117 22,31,325 30,65,131 
Manganese ore Tons 130,670* 133,170* 12,51,639* 14,37,858* 
Mica ies ore 4354 1,138 4,17,212 9,95,892 
104 70 1,28,009 1,16,595 


* Exports from India in the financial year ended 31st March, the figures of pro- 


duction not being available. 


= | 
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The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a 
copy of an official report on the trans-frontier trade of Burma for 
the year ended 3lst March last, which deals not only with the 
trade of last year but also with the three years 1899-1902, and 
compares this with the period 1896-99. 

The total value of the trans-frontier trade of Burma amounted 
in 1901-2 to 357 lakhs of rupees, or nearly 24 millions sterling, 
three-quarters of which are shared in almost equal proportions by 
Western China, the Northern Shan States and the Southern Shan 
States. Comparing the two triennial periods there was an increase 
in value of nearly 20 per cent. in 1899-1902. One half the import 
trade is composed of timber and treasure, and another quarter of 
cattle and tea. Of the exports nearly one quarter consists of silver, 
more than one quarter of Indian and European cotton twist and 
yarn and piece-goods, and another quarter of salt, fish, silk piece- 
goods, raw cotton, and railway materials. 

The growth of the trade with Western China during the last 
three years is the most conspicuous feature of the statistics, the 
imports having increased by 100°34 per cent., and the exports by 
52°53 per cent. Compared with the previous triennial period, 
imports from Western China of raw silk increased by Rs. 7,32,000, 
of ponies by Rs. 5,58,000, of orpiment (a yellow sulphuret of 
arsenic) by Rs. 4,52,000, of silver by Rs. 16,61,000, and of hides 
of cattle by Rs. 3,99,000. In exports the chief increases were in 
Indian cotton twist and yarn Rs. 12,37,000, silver Rs. 7,33,000, 
European piece-goods Rs. 7,80,000, dry fish Rs. 3,67,000, and 
woollen piece-goods Rs. 3,27,000. The report states that these 
figures show that the Western China trade is capable of develop- 
ment. A steady increase both in imports and exports has been 
maintained, and in 1901-2 the import trade was 60 per cent. 
greater than the preceding year, and the exports 37 per cent. 
more. At present practically all the trade is centred in Bhamo, 
though traders are showing an inclination to settle in Myitkyina. 

The phenomenal increase in the trade last year is attributed to a 
diversion of a portion of the trade from South-east China and the 
French frontier, and to the subsidence of the unrest in Yunnan. 
The Deputy Commissioner anticipates that great impetus will be 
given to trade by the removal of illegal exactions, the introduction 
of transit passes and regular Customs dues, the influence of British 
Consular officers at Tengyueh and Yunnan, the cessation of petty 
raids by border savages, and the improvement now effected in the 
condition of the roads. 


The total value of the trade with the Northern Shan States 
during the three years ending the 31st March shows an increase 
of 24 per cent. in imports, and 79 per cent. in exports. It is 
interesting to note that the value of the road traffic via Maymyo, 


and of the rail-borne traffic, which last year was 49 lakhs and 
20 lakhs, is this year 27 and 37 lakhs respectively. 
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A small decline appears in the trade with the Southern Shan 
States, solely due to a diminished export of timber. 

The following table shows the value of the imports of merchan- 
dise and timber into Burma by land during each of the years 
1900-01 and 1901-02 :— 


Imports. 


-01. | 
Districts from which 1900-01 1901-02 


Registered at Burmese 


Stations. Merch- | ip; || Merch- | m. 
Timber.| Total. | Timber.| Total. 


Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Ss. 
Western China 15,77,642 .— 28,97,351 
Northern Shan States |33,13,973} 4,13, 13,809 37, 27, "782 28, 79, 173) 1,18,739} 29,97,912 
Southern Shan States |24,66,826| 3,95,104| 28,61,930|/26,07,660) 5,38,699| 31,46,359 
Siam (Southern) _...| 3,42,770 3,42,770]| 4,94,645| — 4,94,645 
Zimmé and Raheng ...! 3,22,514 18,44,434 16,66,948|| 5,63,391/17,84,068| 23,47,459 
Karenni 7,976,25,49,405] 25,57,381]/  24,970/19,99,978| 20,24,948 


Total Rupees ...|80,31,701 94,67,190 44,41,484/1,39,08,674 


The subjoined table shows the value of the exports of merchan- 
dise from Burma by land during the same two periods :— 


Exports. 
Districts to which Registered at Burmese | 1900-01 | 1901-02 

| 

| Rs. Rs, 

Western China ... 28,22,087 $9,538,587 
Northern Shan States 45,16,809 40,66,744 
Southern Shan States... 38,74,558 37,42,338 
Siam (Southern)... ° 3,569,489 2,42,155 
Zimmé and Raheng 11,35,686 10,80,014 
Total Rupees 1,28,59,419 1,32,18,249 


| 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN PORTUGUESE 
COLONIES. 


In a recent report to his Government, the United States Minister 
at Lisbon remarks that capital seeking investment and producers 
seeking new markets are turning to the colonial possessions of 
Portugal in Africa. To meet this demand, the Minister reports 
that he has taken pains to communicate with a number of men at 
Lisbon who have been foremost in developing the trade with the 
colonies of Portugal in Africa and may be accepted as expert 
authorities on the subject. One who has been for twenty years at 
the head of, perhaps, the most important firm having large interests 
in these colonies said :— 

“The most important African colony belonging to Portugal, and 
the one in which the largest fortunes have been made within the 
last thirty years, is Angola. The colony of Angola comprises 
517,000 square miles and has a sea line of 870 miles. The 
climate, if tropical along the coast, has proved healthy enough for 
Europeans nearly everywhere in the interior. I speak from prac- 
tical experience. There is no soil on the surface of the globe more 
fertile than that of Angola, and only a few years ago this colony 
was practically the second largest producer of rubber in the world. 
In 1899 it exported rubber, in the face of grave difficulties, to the 
value of 4,500,000 dols., besides large quantities of coffee and other 
products.” 

“There are also found in large and paying quantities palm oil, 
palm nuts, cocoa, and excellent hard woods. In Loanda, there are 
great deposits of copper, and in the southern part of the colony, 
near Mossamedes, go!d has been found, and there is undoubtedly 
a great fature in mining there.” 

“The climate, topography, and soil of Angola would render 
comparatively easy the cultivation, on a very large scale, of such 
crops as cotton, tobacco, coffee, rubber, and certain cereals. Native 
labour is ridiculously cheap, and, when intelligently directed, is 
most excellent.” 

Another man who has large interests in the Portuguese colonies 
in Africa, and has spent much time in Angola says : 

“ The country is eminently suited to the requirements of sheep 
raising. The interior is very healthy. I have been much interested 
in the development of the mineral resources. Nothing of a 
systematic or very scientific nature has been done in the way of 
looking for the valuable minerals, but enough has been seen to 
prove that copper, silver, and coal exist in very large quantities, 
and even quite near the coast strong indications of all these mineral 
riches are found. The existence of petroleum in large quantities 
has been demonstrated, and a Portuguese company is now at work 
drilling wells. The petroleum fields are near the coast.” 

A man who for twelve years was at the head of a mercantile 
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house which at the time did the largest business with the African 
colonies of Portugal, writes as follows : 

“ The question of labour, about which you ask, is not difficult to 
solve. The negroes are good workmen and the Portuguese colonists 
are hard-working, sensible men. The great product of these 
colonies for the present moment is rubber. There are apparently 
inexhaustible supplies of it. You ask me, then, if this is so, why 
Portuguese Africa has not prospered like the Congo country, which 
is administered by the Belgian Government. I will tell you. ‘The 
whole difficulty is one of administration, The rubber in the 
Portuguese colonies is brought down from the remote interior 
districts by bearers, who have sometimes a journey of two months 
to the coast to exchange their produce for money or goods.” 

“ As soon as one gets into the interior, there is an absence of 
roads and a great paucity of Government military stations or 
trading posts. The country is slightly policed. The consequence 
is that the negro bearer who carries his rubber has a long, 
dangerous, difficult journey, and is robbed of a portion of his 
stock from time to time. . . . . Notwithstanding all these 
grave difficulties and disadvantages of a practical nature, the trade 
in the Portuguese colonies thrived enormously until the Congo 
State appeared. Then, system, order, and far-seeing patience 
began to tell, as they always do. With admirable foresight, the 
Government of the Congo State developed a vast network of 
trading stations in the interior of its territory, and built flat 
launches to bring the produce to tide water vid the water ways 
and rivers of the country. This sort of navigation costs very little. 
In short, the Congo Government brought the market close to the 
producer; and as a consequence of this system and organisation, 
it is able to underbid in the rubber trade the very country where 
rubber most abounds. The rubber is purchased on the spot, and 
the native is spared the danger and toil of a long journey to the 
coast.” 

“In this connection, it should be observed that both the Congo 

-and Angola only export rubber produced by ‘wild-growing plants,’ 
and though the field is still an enormous one and may be exploited 
in the present manner for thirty or forty years longer, the ultimate 
system will be to cultivate the rubber plant systematically. 
Already, a good beginning in the way of setting out rubber 
plantations has been made in the Congo, but I think nothing of 
this sort has been done in Angola.” 

“With the highly-organised and scientific methods of the Congo 
State, the Portuguese merchants and dealers have found themselves 
unable to cope profitably. The negroes refuse to come to the 
coast with their rubber; they prefer to sell on the spot, as it were, 
in the Congo.” 

“ The plier trade in Angola could readily be revived by proper 
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combination and management. The various existing interests 
would have to be consolidated in some well-working way, and this 
would be a comparatively easy matter. Then an intelligent system 
of development would have to be evolved and vigorously and 
patiently prosecuted. It would be wise to obtain a charter from 
the Government, if possible, giving wide scope to the company in 
the way of administration, policing, and the protection of its rights. 
In return for such favours, the company would have to build roads 
and establish trading stations. ‘This it would have to do in any 
event, and success would depend upon the thoroughness with 
which it was done. There is a vast stream of practically perma- 
nent revenue awaiting the man, or group of men, who can bring a 
proper amount of administrative ability, talent, and capital to the 
development of the resources of these colonies. In all the continent 
of Africa there is no richer and more inviting spot, so far as natural 
resources are concerned.” 

“There should also be completed the Ambaca Railway, now 
reaching to Lucalla, a distance of 364 kiloms. (226 miles) from the 
coast. This line is intended to go to Malange, 200 kiloms. 
(124 miles) farther. There has also been approved the project of 
the Benguela Railway, from the port of Benguela to a point in the 
interior about 500 miles distant. The Government is very desirous 
of having these roads built, and would make very favourable con- 
ditions for anyone undertaking the task.” 

The United States Minister adds that he has consulted several 
other men who are personally acquainted with the African colonies 
and the conditions which obtain in them, and states that the 
information received in every case was in harmony with the views 
expressed in the foregoing statements. There appears, according 
to the reports, to be no reasonable doubt of the magnitude of the 
riches with which nature has endowed most of the possessions of 
Portugal in Africa, and it seems to be equally clear that for the 
sufficient and adequate exploitation of those riches new methods 
and additional capital are of vital and immediate importance, in 
view of the capable and growing competition in colonial trade fur- 
nished by the Congo State. 

The main difficulties which foreign investors in the African 
colonies of Portugal are likely to encounter will arise from the 
variety of constructions put upon the law governing the creation 
and management of corporations formed for the purpose of trans- 
acting business in the colonial possessions of that Kingdom. This 
law is not at present thought to be wholly favourable to the 
investment of foreign capital in the colonies. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, _ the Finance = warfare 
. Department of the Government of India, a copy 
ee. of 2 notification, dated 19th September, 1902 
Domestic) Skins (Customs Circular 13 of 1902), prohibiting 
and Weathers “the taking by sea or by land out of British 
Prohibited. “ India of skins and feathers of all birds, other 
“ than domestic birds, except 

“ (a) Feathers of ostriches and 
“(b) Skins and feathers exported bona fide as specimens 

illustrative of natural history.” 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


A copy of the “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 29th 
August, 1902, has been received, containing a 


Drawback of 
., statement showing the drawback regulations 
made on 25th August, 1902, under the 
Certai ies’ Customs Act of 1901. These regulations are 


as follows :— 

‘‘ Drawback of the import duty paid on sugar used in the 
“ manufacture of the folle owing articles may, subject to the 
“ provisions of the Customs Act, 1901, be allowed on the exporta- 
“tion of the articles, but so that no allowance shall be made 
“ for sugar contents in excess of the following proportions to the 
“ total weight of the articles :— 

Confectionery, comfits, succades, sweetmeats, 


and sugar candy ... det 
Jams and jellies... “as Paths. 
Jellies, table, in packet...  ¥thes. 
Fruits, canned and preserved 5-ths, 


“ Several items of drawback, though each less than” 1l., may, if 
“ they total 11., be included, and allowed in one claim or debenture.” 

“In the case of goods exported on or after the first day of 
“‘ September, 1902, the drawback allowable, pursuant to the Act 
“and Regulations, shall be the full amount of duty paid, if such 
“ duty shall have been paid under the Tariff of the Commonwealth, 
- notwithstanding it may be more than the import duty payable 
“ at the time of export.” 


The same “‘ Gazette ” also contains a copy of the following regula- 
Gaston tions, dated 28th August, 1902, made under 
i valle the Customs Act of 1901, and coming into 

men q operation on the Ist September, 1902 :— 
1, Regulation No. 53 of the “regulations” under the Customs 
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Act, 1901, relating to the manufacture of articles in bond, and 
published in the “‘ Gazette” of the 10th October, 1901, is repealed. 
2. In accordance with the provisions of Section 52 of the 
Customs Act of 1901, no oleomargarine, butterine, or any similar 
substitute for butter shall be imported, unless coloured a distinct 
pink colour by the admixture of a sufficient proportion of alkanet 
root, nor unless distinctly branded or stamped with its trade name. 
3. The following regulations are made under Section 89 of the 
Customs Act of 1901, respecting manufacturing warehouses:— 
(a) General provisions citing the regulations under which 
manufacturing may be carried on in a manufacturing warehouse. 
(b) Provisions relating to manufacture for home consumption. 
(c) Provisions relating to manufacture for export, and 
(d) Scale of fees for warehouses at out-ports. 


NATAL. 


With reference to the Notices published in the “ Board of Trade 
. Journal” for 3rd July and 24th July last, the 
gi vy gl Board of Trade have received a copy of a further 
pecnnincy Proclamation (No. 71 of 1902), dated 25th 
Prohibited. September, 1902, prohibiting the importation, 
directly or indirectly, into the Colony of Natal 
of horned or polled cattle from all the States of the Australian 
Commonwealth until such time as opportunity has been given for 
a thorough investigation of the question of their susceptibility to 
Redwater, and the consequent possible danger to the stock of the 
Colony of Natal arising from their importation. 

Healthy cattle, however, already shipped for Natal will be allowed 
to land in Natal, subject to quarantine at such place and for such 
time as may in each case be directed by the District Veterinary 
Surgeon at the port. 


TRANSVAAL. 


A copy of the ‘Transvaal Gazette” for 5th September, 1902, 
ol has been received containing a Govern- 
ment notice (No. 425 of 1902), “issned by the 
hor the Director of Civil Supplies, Johannesburg, 
Issue of Permits relaxing the regulations governing the issue of 
aol : its for the importation of goods into the 
for Civil Supplies. Permits for. Bor 
Transvaal in terms of Proclamation No. 3 of 
1902, a notice of which appeared in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for 13th February last. 
The new regulations came into force on 1st September, 1902, 
and are as follows :— 
1, Permits from the Director of Civil Supplies will no longer be 
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required for the conveyance by rail in or between the districts 
hereunder mentioned, of goods of any description, with the exception 
of live-stock and vehicles. Permits for the conveyance by rail of 
live-stock and vehicles must, however, still be obtained, as in the 
past, from the Director of Civil Supplies. 

2. All descriptions of goods, including live-stock and vehicles, 
may be imported into the Transvaal by road, or conveyed by road 
in or between the districts hereunder mentioned, without a permit 
from the Director of Civil Supplies, subject, however, to the 
Customs Laws and Regulations, and on permits from the Officers 
of Customs who are hereby delegated and authorised to issue the 
same, and subject also to any local laws or regulations which may 
be in force in the various countries concerned, affecting the con- 
veyance or removal of live-stock, skins, vehicles, &c. 

3. The Districts and Colonies affected by the above relaxation 
are :— 

(a) In or between the Transvaal and Orange River Colony. 

(>) In or between the Cape Colony (north of the Orange River), 
Bechuanaland and Rhodesia. 


MAURITIUS. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Collector of Customs 


Seetaten of at Port Louis, Mauritius, a copy of a resolution, 


: assed by the Council of the Government of 

on 17th June, 1902, remitting the 

€8, Customs duties or direct taxes on automobiles, 

steam road engines and trucks, rails and 
e 

Agricultural _9°C08#0ries, locomotives, waggons, or wire 


ropes imported for agricultural purposes 
we anaes during the period from Ist July, 1902, to 
30th June, 1903. 


BRITISH NORTH BORNEO. 

With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 549 of the 
ay “ Board of Trade Journal” for 19th December 
Customs Tariff. last, the British North Borneo “Official Gazette” 

of 1st August last publishes a list of the import 

and export duties at present in force in that territory. It should 

be noted that a number of modifications of the former rates have 
been made, and in some cases the classification has been altered. 

The complete Tariff may be seen by persons interested 

on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 

Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 

the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


; 
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EGYPT. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 453 of t 

: -~ ‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 5th June 
wantin Tarif last, relative to a Valuation Tariff in use by the 

— Egyptian Customs authorities for the purpose 
of assessing Customs duties on imported sugar, the Board of Trade 
have now received a copy of the Egyptian “Journal Officiel” for 
the 11th inst., containing the following amended Valuation Tariff, . 
which was to come into force on the 12th inst., and to remain in 
operation until the 11th January next :— 


Kinds of Sugar. 
Milliémes.t 
Crystallised or moist, in ‘pig or double bags (gross weight)... 785 
Powdered or centrifuga Dive 810 
Crushed, in single or bags gross dl 890 
Cubes, in boxes (net weight) eee ai 980 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, and as to 
the conditions under which they remain in force, see the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 16th inst., p. 113. 

t Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 

} Milliémes of the Egyptian £, which = 11, 0s. 6d. 


NETHERLANDS. 


A supplement to the Dutch Customs Tariff, recently issued by the 

Tariff International Tariff Bureau, states that a Decree, 

Modification. dated the 13th June last, provides for the 

exemption from import duty of sulphuric ether 

used in the manufacture of cocaine, provided that the requisite 
formalities are complied with. 


FRANCE. 


Referring to the French Law of the 4th February last regulating 
the “temporary admission” into France of 


“ Tempo wheat for manufacture and subsequent ex 
porta- 
weet a. a tion,* a Presidential Decree ‘of the 6th ult. 
Sinntetace of provides that sweetened sea-biscuits are to be 
mace” ap Bag added to the list of articles in respect of which 
Biscuits. export drawback may be allowed to the im- 


porters of the wheat used in the manufacture 
thereof. The quantity of glucose and saccharose contained in these 
biscuits is to be determined by chemical analysis ; and the differ- 
‘ence between the total weight of the biscuits and the weight of 
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FRANCE—continued. 


glucose and saccharose so determined is to be treated as the weight 
of common sea-biscuits, 75 kilogrammes of such biscuits being 
taken as the equivalent of 100 kilogrammes of wheat. 


According to a recent Circular of the French Customs Department, 
the premises of the forthcoming Automobile, 


Morthoomin& Cycle, and Sports Exhibition (to be held at 
Exhibition — Paris from the 10th to the 25th December next) 


have been constituted a Customs’ warehouse 
Pe aga (entrepét réel), for the purposes of the Customs 
* treatment of articles sent from abroad for 

exhibition thereat. 


* A translation of this Law appeared in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 
13th February last, pp. 302-3. 


FRANCE-—ALGERIA. 


A recent Circular of the French Customs Department contains the 
: text of a Presidential Decree applying the pro- 
reece, on, Visions of Article 21 of the Law of the 13th 
con hina an April, 1898, to Algeria, so far as regards the 
Boer ae Wines collection of sea-octroi duties on vermouths, 
* and on liqueur and imitation wines. ‘The 

relevant provisions of the article referred to are as follows :— 

“ Vermouths and liqueur or imitation wines are dutiable on 
“their total alcoholic strength, with a minimum standard of | 
“« 16 degrees for vermouths, and 15 degrees for liqueur or imitation 
“wines. Half-rates of . . . octroi duty will be payable up 
“to 15 degrees, and full rates above that limit.” 

A further Decree lays down regulations for giving effect to these 
provisions. The sea-octroi duty is to be paid at the time of 
importation, except in the case of articles entered under bond for 
warehousing or for further treatment in factories. 


FRANCE—GUADELOUPE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Vice-Consul at 

Octroi Duties. | Pointe-a-Pitre, reporting on the octroi duties 
charged on goods imported into Guadeloupe. 

The Vice-Consul states that a ruling was given by the Cour de 
Cassation two or three years ago, to the effect that it was illegal 
to impose octroi duties on articles in cases where similar articles 
were manufactured or produced in the colony or its dependencies. 
Under this ruling certain claims for exemption from such duties 
made by importers of butter and corn have been allowed, and 
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FRANCE—GUADELOUPE—continued. 


Mr. Devaux suggests as possible that importers of other articles 
(such as those enumerated in the Statement “ B,” below) might, 
upon protest, be exempted from payment of octroi duties if similar 
articles could be proved to be made or grown in the Colony. It 
has to be mentioned, however, that the authorities kave decided 
that the Customs shall levy octroi duties on all articles except 
those named in the Statement ‘‘ A ” below, and that if an importer 
protests the matter is to be referred to the proper authority, who 
may or may not allow the claim. 


A.—List of articles exempt from Octroi Duty. 

Animals, live. 

Raw skins. 

Corn in grain. 

Dried vegetables (except lentils and the farinaceous products of 
dried vegetables). 

Potatoes. 

Salt, sea. 

Pepper and cloves. 

Leather (including curriers’). 

Boots and shoes (except sandals). 

Carriages, spring. 

Tafia and rum. 

Cotton wool. 

Ground or pea-nuts. 

Furniture with or without glass doors, (except sofas, chairs, 
arm-chairs, and wardrubes with looking-glass doors). 


B.—List of Articles which might be exempted from Octroi Duty. 


Rate of 
Articles, Unit. Octroi Duty 
charged. 
Francs.* 
Butter, salted, and imitations ; 100 kilogs. 2°50 
Cheese, all kinds 18-00 
Biscuits .. 4°50 
Colonial products — 
Sugar refined don ove 10°00 
Molasses... Hectolitre 6°50 
Syrups, candies, sweet biscuits, kilogs. 30°00 
Pimento, ginger... 9°00 
Cinnamon, nutmegs, mace 35°00 
Tobacco (in leaf) ... 10°00 


* The dutics are in local in which the 
4d. 


franc = (about. 
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Rate of 
Articles. Unit. Octroi Duty 
charged 
Franc3.* 
Woods— 
Hard woods . ...| Cubic metre 
Spars, masts, oars, ad val 
Shingles was «| Thousand 1:50 to 3°00 
Cabinet woods Metre 0:20 
Dyes and tanning substances-- 
Roots, herbs, flowers, leaves, barks, woods, seeds 
and fruits, in heal ” for dyeing or 
tanning) ... ad val, 10%, 
Vegetable products— 
Beets and other green vegetables... ove 100 kilogs. 2°00 
Hay, straw, and fodder... ove coe ” 0°60 
Earths, 
Lime and plaster ... 0-20 
Sulphur ove 1°50 
other than perfumed ... 5-00 
Candles of all sorts... aus 24:00 
Liquors, &c.— 
* Distilled liquors and liqueurs Hectolitre 15°00 
Mineral waters (jugs included) . s 4°00 
Pottery— 
Jars, large ... Each 1-00 
Hammocks of all materials ... 0°75 
Garments for working men, jute or "plondine ae 0 05 
Coats for working men 0°40 
Shirts— 
Indienne and Oxford Dozen 1°50 
White, for men or women ... 3:00 
Trousers, woollen, cloth, or printed... eee oon Each 0°40 
Trousers and blouses of other materials oe aaa ee 0:25 
Vests — 
Wool or cloth 0°35 
Of other materials, including flannels ... 0°25 
Frock coats, jackets and coats (wool or cloth) ... a 1°60 
Drawers— 
Cotton eee wee Dozen 1-00 
All other garments of | any material... tee eee ad val. 10°), 
Harness— 
Dray and waggon ... one Each 5:00 
Accessories to above ove ove ad tal. 
Gloves, leather... ove Pair 018 


* The duties are payable in local paper currency, in which the 


franc = (about) 83d. 
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FRANCE—GUADELOUPE—continued. 


Rate of 
Articles, Unit. Octroi Duty 
charged. 
Francs.* 
Trunks and all other manufactures of leather not 
Sandals... aes eee Pair 0:05 
Hats, panama and other Each 0°75 
Cordage, including string and fishing lines «+! 100 kilogs. 10:00 
Jewellery— 
Including settings, gold... ove ob 450°00 
Waggons— | 
Duplicate parts for carriages ose ...| ad val. 
Vessels— | 
Sea-going, ready for service Ton 5:00 
In parts, including rigging ad val. 5%, 
Trunks, other than leather ... ree 90:00 
Furniture, mounted or not— 

Sofas— 
Cane-seated Each 6:00 
Upholstered 15-00 

irs— | 
Arm and rocking, cane ... ve és 150 
upholstered ... 5-00 
Straw seats 0°30 
Pillows, ticking and feathers 015 
All other furniture, including veneered and carved ad val. 10°, 

* Thc duties are payable in local paper currency, in which the + 


franc = (about) 83d.. 


SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th inst. contains a Royal Order 
declaring 32°62 per cent. to be the average rate 


Rate of Exchange (+ exchange (premium of exchange on Paris), 
‘hete f during the first fortnight of the present month, 
Adjustment 0 and that the corresponding reduction in the 
pen ae payment of Customs duties payable in gold 


during the second fortnight of the month is to 
be 25 per cent. 
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SAN SALVADOR. 


A supplement to the Tariff of San Salvador, recently issued by the 
Exemption of International Tariffs Bureau, states that by an 
Certain Articles Ordinance, dated the 9th June last, the followin 
fore oe ort Duty. articles have been exempted from all duties an 
P * taxes on importation inte the Republic :— 
Spirit lamps for lighting, complete cooking ranges, furnaces and 
stoves for various industrial and domestic purposes; motor cars; 
boats and canoes; engines for all kinds of machinery, and other 
articles in which spirit is used as fuel or motive power. 


COSTA RICA. 


A supplement to the Costa Rican Tariff, also issued by the 

Du International Tariffs Bureau, states that fishing 

ae 3 ts nets imported into Costa Rica, whether or not 

ets. —_ provided with leads or floats, are to pay duty 

at the rate of 6 centimes of a colon per kilog. (5s. 10d. per cwt.), 
together with the surtax of 50 per cent. 


SAN DOMINGO. 


A supplement to the Dominican Tariff, recently issued by the Inter- 
a national Tariffs Bureau, contains a translation 
Pr a Plant for of a Dominican Decree, dated the 25th June 
last, from import duty for 25 years 
Agric Sesuat machines, implements, and apparatus employed 
~~ “yatta any branch of agriculture. Building mate- 
om Duly. rials, railway plant and rolling stock, and other 
means of conveyance imported for the use of agricultural establish- 
ments, are also to be admitted free of duty. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Mercantile Marine Committee veneer a sittings on the 
17th inst. at the Board of Trade. 

Tho Marsentile The following members were present :— 

Co ro sage the Sit Francis H. Jeune, G.C.B. (Chairman) ; 

f Captain H. Acton Blake; Mr. Thomas Burt, 

Board of Trade. wip; Captain A. J. G. Chalmers; Colone 

J. M. Denny, M.P.; Mr. Walter J. Howell ; Vice-Admiral R. M 
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i C.B.; Mr. William Milburn, jun.; and Mr. J. Havelock 
ilson. 

The following witnesses were examined :—Mr. Henry N. Malan 
(Registrar-General of Seamen); R. Monro, of the British Ship- 
masters’ Association, Hull; and Captain John Trenery, of the 
Mercantile Marine Service Association, Liverpool. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Agent-General for the 
Cape of Good Hope, a copy of the “ Gazette ” 


for 23rd September, 1902, containing a 
Gunenn On Dart Government Notice (No. 656 of 1902) which 
a beth gives an amended Tariff, framed by the Port 
ee Elizabeth Harbour Board for pilotage and 
towage, taking effect from the 1st September, 

1902. 


The above Tariff may be seen by persons interested on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


MAURITIUS. 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Collector of Customs 

at Port, Louis, Mauritius, a copy of a Procla- 

yen oa mation amending article 13 (a) of the regulations 

made in November, 1899, concerning the police 

; and movements of the harbour of Port Louis. 
The said article now reads as follows :— 

“ During the cyclone seasor and from the time the first signal 
gun is fired and first hurricane flag hoisted at the port office, no 
vessel in Port Louis Harbour shall have less than one half the crew 
on board, and in no case shall any vessel be left with less than four 
men on board.” 


RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 72 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 9th inst., the “Journal de St. 


Bad Pétersbourg” of 24th ult./7th inst. states that 
Chi Directorate of the Chinese-Eastern Railway 
Railway have decided to inaugurate, on the Ist January 


next, not only a direct passenger service, but 
also a service for the transport of merchandise, between the rail- 
way system of European Russia and their terminus in the Far 
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East. The Chinese-Kastern Railway having been definitely recog- 
nised as a foreign line, constructed solely with Russian capital and 
worked by Russian subjects, traffic over this line will be carried on 
in accordance with the ruling of the Berne Convention concerning 
international traffic, with the exception of a few amendments. 


CHINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Ichang, in his recent report to the 
— Foreign Office, states that it is an undoubted 
—o of the fact that specially constructed steamers can, at 

pper Yangtze. ortain seasons of the year overcome successfully 
the difficult and dangerous navigation between that port and 
Chungking. But it still remains a very open question as to 
whether such steamers can be made to pay, in spite of the very 
high freights that are earned at present by the native junks. 

From this point of view the recent experience of H.M.S. 
“ Kinsha ” is instructive. H.M.S. ‘“‘ Kinsha,” the former merchant 
vessel ‘‘ Pioneer,” which was specially designed for the upper river 
navigation, and carries powerful engines, after having heen 
thoroughly overhauled, started from Ichang on 20th October, 1901, 
under favourable conditions. In endeavouring to ascend the 
Yeht‘an rapid on the 22nd she met with an accident to her 
machinery, which necessitated her remaining where she was for 
four or five weeks until new parts could be sent up to her from 
Hankow. Meantime, the river had fallen so considerably as to 
render the “ low-river” rapids above Kueifu unnavigable, and as 
a consequence the vessel was detained there until the rise of 
water towards the end of April, 1902 rendered these rapids 
passable. This, says the Consul, would seem to prove that, at any 
rate during the low-water season, the river is unnavigable, and in 
spite of the fact that in 1900 the “ Pioneer” made a successful 
trip in July, the general opinion seems to be that in the majority 
of seasons navigation would also be suspended for the greater 
portion of July and August. 

The Consul adds :—“ This fact, combined with the heavy initial 
and contingent expenses, the necessity of a light draught steamer 
and consequent small cargo capacity, to say nothing of the very 
great dangers of navigation even under the most favourable con- 
ditions of the river, leads me to the conclusion that the solution of 
the problem of improving communication between Ssuch’uan and 
the lower river does not lie in building steamers designed to sur- 
mount the rapids. I believe that expert opinion is now in favour 
of mechanical aid in hauling junks over the rapids, and a system 


of towage between them.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,906.) 
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FRENCH GUIANA. 
According to “La Quinzaine Coloniale” of 10th inst., the French 
Gold Industry Colonial Office has recently received from the 
in 1901 Governor of French Guiana a report relating to 
= ? the mineral industry of that colony in the year 
1901, from which the following particulars respecting the working 
of gold have been extracted :— 


1900. 1901. 

Number of concessions being worked ... No. 133 496 
Area . Hectares. 59,905 108,534 
Kilogs. 2/378 4,021 

Oreextracted ... Francs,| 6,421,887 | 10,857,898 
Kilogs. 2,204 2,928 

Oreexported =... Francs,| 6,400,350 7,966,163 


It should be noted that the figures given in the above table, as 
showing the quantity of gold produced and exported, are compiled 
from the declarations made in the Customs Offices on entering and 
leaving town, and are therefore only approximations. Gold workers 
not being required to keep on the spot a record of the quantity 
produced, it is not possible to obtain exact information. The 
fraudulent practices carried out in order to avoid the export duty 
of 8 per cent. ad val. are responsible to a great extent for dis- 
crepancies in the export figures. 


GERMANY. 


Under date of Ist ult. the United States Consul at Leipzig reports 
that the directors of the Prussian State railways 

see ya have recommended to the Minister of Public 
. ee Works that a bill be introduced into the 
Pa Prussian Parliament, providing for the construc- 
pacity. tion of pressed steel coal cars of 20 tons 
carrying capacity. The Minister, after giving the matter careful 
consideration, has suggested that the proposals be somewhat 
modified, and, as soon as the bill is amended, it is believed that 
Prussian State railways will place pressed steel cars in commission. 


TURKEY. 


In the course of an article on the mineral resources of Turkey, 

written by Mr. J. E. Spurr for the “New 

Oil and Asphalt = Engineering and Mining Journal,” it 
Deposits. . 

‘ -is stated that oilfields of considerable extent 

and <f great probable importance, are known to occupy the south- 

easte n part of the Turkish Empire, in which Bagdad is situated. 
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The oil exudes at the surface and collects in little lakelets, and has 
long been known to the inhabitants, but never has been developed. 

Two other separate yet adjacent oilfields, where the conditions 
are very likely much the same, may be mentioned to throw light 
on this undeveloped Turkish oilfield—the oilfields of Persia near 
the Turkish frontier and the Russian oilfields of Baku, also near 
the Turkish boundary. The Russian field is famous as one of the 
most important oil districts of the world. In the Persian district, 
oil exudes at the surface in a number of localities, especially near 
the Persian Gulf. At one locality (Daliki) bore holes have been 
sunk which encountered up to 630 feet several layers of bitumen, 
with oil too thick to pump. The boring was then stopped. The 
indications it is said, are such as to suggest a chain of oilfields 
from the Persian Gulf up to Baku, in Russia. 

In Armenia, also, on the south shore of the Black Sea, oil is said 
to exist and to be a continuation of the Baku field. 

The writer of the article goes on to say, that although no 
explorations have yet been made, there is oil, or the indications of 
oil, in a number of places in the Turkish Empire. Especially in 
the general belt which runs south-eastward from the eastern part 
of Armenia, on the Black Sea, down to the Persian Gulf, it seems 
likely that important oilfields can be developed. 

As is perhaps most often the case, there seems to be a general 
connection between petroleum and natural asphalt in the Turkish 
Empire. Asphalt deposits exist in a number of localities, of 
which the best known are in Albania, near the Adriatic, and in 
Palestine. 

In Albania asphalt occurs at the foot of a hill near Durezzo 
and also in a large bed near Avlona, and other places. This 
asphalt, it is said, was mined by the ancients. The chief 
producing locality is now Selinitza, which is worked by the 
Imperial Ottoman Bank. The asphalt is not of the highest quality, 
bringing about 2/. 14s. a ton in Trieste. Asphalt is also reported 
from the Province of Monastir, in European Turkey. - 

The asphalt in the region of the Dead Sea (Lake Asphaltsi) has 
long been noted. There are bituminous springs at Nebi Musa 
which contain 30 to 40 per cent. asphalt. 

What is commercially known as the Syrian asphalt is worked 
near Hasbaya, in the Province of Damas. The mineral is hard 
and of a brilliant lustre with a marked odour. It is of great 
purity, and is therefore used entirely in the manufacture of 
varnishes and aniline dyes. It has been chiefly marketed at 
Trieste, where it is quoted at 17/. 10s. per ton, boxed and'delivered. 
The demand is, however, limited, so that the yearly output is only 
a few hundred tons. 

Dr. Edgar James Banks, formerly American Consul at Bagdad, 
and now director of the Ur archeological exploring expedition, 
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states that there are springs of bitumen opposite the town of 
Nasarieh, Province of Busreh, about 100 miles from the site of 
Babylon. The deposits are near a navigable river, but are not 
worked, save that the material is to a certain extent used by the 
natives as a cement in building, and asa substitute for sealing wax. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice published at pages 170-1 of the 

The Use of Oil “ Board of Trade Journal” for 24th July last, 

as Fuel. a despatch has been received at the Foreign 

Office, from the British Commercial Agent at 

Chicago, forwarding an article which appeared in the New York 

“Tribune” in reference to the use of oil as a substitute for coal 
in houses. 

The article says that it is proposed to introduce the use of oil as 
a substitute for coal in the houses of residents in New York. 
A company formed for the purpose was to begin operations early 
in October. 

The oil used in San Francisco for locomotives, steamboats, and 
restaurants, is the crude oil, as it comes out of the earth. The 
oil used for the houses in San Francisco is the result of distillation 
after the light gases have been taken off. The oil is said to have 
a flash test of 170 degrees, about equal to that of kerosene. 

It is estimated that it requires from 100 to 120 gallons of oil to 
equal a ton of anthracite. ‘The saving in the use of oil as compared 
with coal is said to be about 30 per cent. 

The insurance phase of the use of oil in houses is important, as 
five gallons is the limit of storage allowed by insurance companies. 


CHINA. 


According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) 
-.:, Of 4th inst., the Shantung Mining Compan 
has received information Tsingtau, Chins, 
announcing the discovery of a coal measure 
four metres (about 174 feet) in thickness, at a depth of 175 metres 
(574 feet) in the shaft sunk on the Weihsien coalfields. The coal 
is said to be of good quality and shows a regular formation, and 
judging from appearances the measure is identical with that of 
the same thickness which was bored by the company at a depth 
of 188 metres (617 feet) in the same vicinity. It is now expected 
that the working of the coal deposits in Weihsien will be com- 
menced by the company before the end of the present year. 
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GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 173 of the “Board of Trade 
Fireproofing Journal” for 24th April last, the United States 
Cott = Goods Consul-General at Coburg reports, that some of 

‘the more enterprising of the German manufac- 

turers of cotton goods are intending to make a trial of the valuable 
discovery of Dr. W. H. Perkins, of Manchester, whereby cotton 
and other similar highly inflammable materials can be rendered 
permanently fireproof. With the exception of explosives, there is 
no article that flares up so quickly as cotton when it comes 
into contact with a light, especially in those particular goods 
(“ flannelettes”) which are made of heavy yarns and “ raised” on 
one or both sides in order to give the touch and appearance of 
flannel. The fireproofing process is described as “ asbestinising ” 
the fabric, by which means permanent immunity from burning is 
assured, but the exact manner in which it is achieved is not 
divulged. “ Asbestine fabrics” can be washed again and again 
and yet retain their non-ignitable quality. From this it will be 
seen that the process does not consist in merely putting upon 
the material a chemical that for the time being renders it non- 
inflammable, but rather in permanently removing the liability of 
the material to catch fire and burn as a flame. ‘“ Asbestined” 
cloths are said to be perfectly hygienic, and can be safely worn 
next to the skin. 


ROUMANIA. 


An extract from the ‘Curierul Financiar” of 5th inst. has been 
— received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Te gee — Foreign Office, dealing with the importation of 
in 1901 _ textiles into Roumania. This extract states 
: that, under the general heading of “textile 
materials and products of industries allied thereto,” the foreign 
trade statistics of Roumania include a large number of articles 
such as wool, wool in skeins, woollen stuffs, hosiery, lace-work, 
trimmings, tulles and embroidery, carpets, hair and tissues of hair, 
felt and felt goods, cotton, cotton stuffs, cotton wool, quilting, 
jute, jute piece-goods, hemp and hempen ropes, ticking, &c., 

The importation of these articles in 1901 has risen to 
141,929,951 fr. (5,677,0001.), representing 48 per cent. of the total 
importations in that year. In 1900, out of a total importation of 
216,985,878 fr. (8,679,000/.), textile materials only amounted to 
73,963,403 fr. (2,958,000/.) or 33°6 per cent. ; 

The following table, showing the value of the imports of “ textile 
materials and products of allied industries ” into Roumania during 
each of the last two years, distinguishing the countries from which 
imported, may be of interest :— . 


B 
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1900. 1901. 


Francs. Francs. 

United Kingdom 20,498,080 40,361,972 
All other countries... 3,752,372 7,875,492 
Total Francs| 73,963,463 | 141,929,951 

gn £ 2,958,000 | 5,677,000 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Corn Prices from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
' the week ended the 18th inst., were as follow :— 
Barley... 268. Id, 
Oats we 17s. Od. 
For further particulars see p. 181. 


A statement is published on p. 182, showing the quantities of 
ports ;__ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
o- 1 con. imported into the United Kingdom during the 
uce. week ended the 18th inst. as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


JAPAN. 

According to the “Japan Weekly Mail” of the 13th ult., the 
Japanese Department of Agriculture and Com- 
Rice Crop. merce has recently issued figures showing the 
estimated yield of rice this year. The figures 
embody estimates received from all the provinces up to the 2nd 
September, and compare with the results of previous years as in 

the following table :— 


Year. Quantity. 

Koku. 
1898... ove ose ee ove ...| 34,387,666 


Koku = 4°9 Bushels. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 16th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 82,925 and the number imported during the 
42 weeks ended the 16th inst. was 2,597,742. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 16th 
inst., 6,848 bales, and for the 42 weeks, 378,313. 
For further details see p. 181. 


AUSTRALASIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Government of New 
South Wales, returns relating to the Housing 


oe - and to the Ages of the People in the six States 
Ouieie Bet of Australia and in New Zealand; also of the 
1901, + _ducation of the People in New South Wales, 


according to the Census of 1901. 

The following summary showing the number of males and 
females in each State of Australia and in New Zealand has been 
extracted from one of the above returns (Bulletin B) :— 


Population at Census of 1901 (excluding Aborigines). 
Males. Females, Total. 

Australia— 
New South Wales ats 710,005 644,841 1,354,846 
Victoria ... 603,720 597,350 1,201,070 
Queensland Fol sis 276,230 220,366 496,596 
South Australia ... sa 184,422 178,182 362,604 
West Australia ... a 112,875 71,249 184,124 
Tasmania ... 89,624 82,851 172,475 
Total Commonwealth... 1,976,876 1,794,839 3,771,715 
New Zealand aos aS 405,992 366,727 772,719 
Total Australasia... 2,382,868 2,161,566 4,544,434 


Note.—The population, according to the Census of 1901, has 
already been given for some of the Australian States in previous 
numbers of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” but the above statement. 
shows, in a concise form, the population of the Australian Com-. 
monwealth and New Zealaud. 


AUSTRALIA. 
From the figures given in the official “Statistics of the State of 
Queensland ” for the year 1901, it is possible to 


one make some interesting comparisons as to the 
Q hie Ar industrial progress of that State. The number 
aaah m of mills, manufactories, &c., in existence in 1901 


was 2,110, employing 26,172 hands, a ~~” 
B 
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AUSTRALIA—continued. 


advance on 1900, when the figures were 2,078 factories employing 


25,953 hands. 


The following table shows the number of sheep and cattle used 
locally in manufactures, also the principal manufactured products 
of the State during each of the last three years :— 


Product, 1899. 1900. 1901. 
Boiling down—Sheep H: 215,509 25,049 301 
Cattle —_ 127,983 21,022 2,285 
Freezing and preserving—heep— 264,309 126,606 131,213 
¢ Cattle 258,483 259,032 197,458 
Tanneries—Leather 29,241 36,483 26,895 
Skins ... 262,966 94,646 154,178 
Arrowroot ... f lbs. 706,938 772,280 704,480 
Biscuits one ooo 1,813,496 1,911,662 2,363,032 
Leer ... ... galls, 5,422,194 5,738,190 5,325,314 
Cheese 1,910,300 1,984,705 2,436,912 
Spirits, distilled .. galls 142,603 150,763 171,626 
ine = 131,045 132,489 148,835 
Wheat, “treated os bush. 1,032,563 1,169,228 1,244,505 
Flour and meal produced ... tons 21,506 23,501 26,281 
Jams, &e. .. ... Ibs.| 5,025,600 | 5,268,666 | 5,116,625 
Meat’ works—Frozen mutton... 4,966,390 2,285,758 3,337,332 
78,173,578 | 91,006,191 | 90,053,829 
$6 preserved mutton... ,, 2,616,318 1,379,785 2,827,247 
» ... 4, | 47,223,452 | 34,264,575 | 29,905,920 
Sugar oe . tons 123,289 92,554 120,858 
Molasses... galls 3,092,571 3,534,832 3,679,952 
Cane, crushed ... tons 1,176,466 848,328 1,180,091 
Boots and shoes... tek 1,153,570 1,077,910 1,021,340 
Boot uppers... = 147,075 170,300 55,492 
Timber, sawn — Soft woods ft.| 51,359,735 | 58,024 523 71,798,478 
Cedar. 1,989,868 2, 166, 735 2,015,759 
Hardwood » | 87,170,473 39,652,638 66,628,862 
Gas made > | 304,740,700 960, 305,012,860 
Coke produced... : tons 18,387 19,721 9,024 
Rope, . cwt. 7,229 9,256 6,628 
Soap ... m 66,495 70,274 63,409 
To 607,333 612,350 669,247 
Cigars 602 1,463 1,151 
Cigarettes... 22,756 28,857 30,450 
Snuff... be ” 233 176 245 


There is a very noticeable decline as regards “boiling down” 
establishments, which in 1900 numbered eight, with machinery 
and premises valued at 12,250/., and with an output for the year 


of 20,7521. 


In 1901, the factories were reduced in number to six 


—but with only an "estimated value of machinery and premises 
of 1,2951, and output for year of 1,564. 


Despite the drawback 


the Northern State has laboured under, as regards the severe 
drought, there was, as compared with 1900, an increase as regards 
several agricultural products, 


sugar. 


notably butter, cheese, wine, and 
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AUSTRALIA—continued. 


According to “ Australasian Hardware and Machinery” for 
September, a report on the pearl-shelling 
The Fossting industry in Northern Australia has been fur- 


Ba - nished to the Federal Government by Judge 
Australia Dashwood, the Commissioner specially appointed 


for that purpose some time ago. At Port Darwin, 
according to this report, the industry gives employment to 291 
persons, and at Thursday Island to 2,214, or 2,505 in all. Of the 
owners some 35 are Europeans, but 13 are Torres Strait 
islanders, while all the divers are coloured—more or less. The 
Commissioner is of opinion that, given better wages and conditions of 
living, white men might be obtained to undertake the work, but: he 
is satisfied that the industry could not be profitably carried on 
with the increase of expenditure which this would entail. Some 
time ago the transference of the headquarters from Thursday 
Island to Merauke, in Dutch New Guinea, was spoken of, but the 
Commissioner thinks this port would be altogether unsuitable. 
In 1900 the pearl-shell raised at Thursday Island was valued at 
116,6971. A report by Mr. M. S. Warton, the resident magistrate 
at Broome, Western Australia, on the pearling industry in the 
north-west of that State, has since been laid before the House of 
Representatives. It confirms Commissioner Dashwood’s conclusion 
that the industry cannot be carried on by white labour alone. In 
Western Australia, says Mr. Warton, 618 persons are engaged’ 
in pearl-shelling, of whom only 110 are white men. As indicating 
the value of the trade to the Commonwealth, it is shown that from 
the fleets engaged in collecting pearls 20,0001. is paid yearly in 
Customs duties. 


BAHAMAS. 

In a report recently issued by the Colonial Office on the Bahamas, it 

. is stated that the exports of sponge during the 

oe Fishing year 1901 and the first quarter at 1902 “4 the 

ney, United Kingdom are returned at 156,524 lbs., 

valued at 11,312I., the exports to the United States during the 
same period being 869,167 lbs., valued at 80,228/. 

The report says that it is difficult to obtain an absolutely correct 
account of the condition of the sponge industry, since answers to 
questions cannot in all cases be obtained, but through the assiduous 
enquiries carried out by Mr. N. B. Burnside, Chief Clerk in the 
Colonial Secretary’s office, sufficient information has been gained 
to enable the following statistics to be given as approximately full 
and correct up to the end of the year 1900 i 


The number of vessels engaged in the industry is 265 schooners 
of from 5 to 43 tons burthen, and 322 sloops from 1 to 16 tons 
burthen, with an aggregate tonnage of 5,952 tons. 

As regards the number of boats engaged, 2,517 open boats were 
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attached to the above-mentioned vessels, and 291 open boats were 
engaged in the industry along the shores of many of the islands. 
The number of persons engaged in the sea-going vessels 
amounted to 5,517 men and boys, and in the long-shore boats, 
445 men and boys. 
In clipping, sorting, and packing for export, 258 men and 
women were engaged. 


Fidl. 
The following table, showing the value of the total imports into 
and exports from Fiji during the past five 
Trade in 1901. years, is taken from a recent report on Fiji 
issued by the Colonial Office :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 

£ 


The quantity and value of the staple products of the Colony 
exported during the past five years are given in the subjoined 
table :— 


Green Colonial 


Sugar. Copra. Fruit, | Distilled Spirit. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.) Value. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


Tons. Tons. £ Galle. 

1897 eoo| 26,991 323,830 7,757 70,182 | 16,514 15,041 1,180 
«| 34,156 409,884 6,474 63,140 | 25,478 | 111,088 | 13,886 

1899 +. 28,403 340,602 7,228 73,421 | 30,606 | 132,440 | 16,343 
1900 woe! 82,961 393,987 | 15,605 151,701 | 28,112 | 158,224 | 20,009 
ee.| $1,751 380,155 | 10,626 107,372 | 23,175 | 137,937 | 17,232 


=) 
= 


Copra, through heavy stocks carried forward from 1899, increased 
the exports for 1900 to an abnormal extent, so that the quantity 
exported in 1901, i.e., 10,626 tons may be taken as approximately 
the present annual output of the Colony. 

The falling-off in green fruit may be ascribed to the detrimental 
effect of the Commonwealth Tariff, which for some months imposed 
a duty of 2s, per cental on bananas, and entirely stopped the ex- 
portation to New South Wales. The duty has now been reduced 
by half, viz., to 1s. per cental, with the result that the trade has 
been resumed. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES, 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Namber of Bales of Cottoa Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 42 Weeks ended 16th October, 1902. 


16th Oct ended || “16th Oct ended 
1 » | 16th Oct., 1902,” | 16th Oct., 
1902, 1902. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
( Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American wae ove ale €7,577 1,968,648 4,150 233,205 
Beazilian 2,351 206,631 550 21,479 
Fast Indian... 2,508 56,514 400 28,617 
Eg7ptian 9,138 313,861 1,504 89,156 
Miscellaneous 1,354 £2,088 244 5,856 
Total ... | 82,928 2,897,749 6,848 378,313 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, lmperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 18th October, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1682. 


Average Price. 


Wheat, | Barley, Oats. 


1 1 0 


Week ended 18th October, 1902 ... 25 26 17. oO" 

Corresponding week in— 
28 2 | 27 6 | 16 10 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pm for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. . 


42 Weeks 42 weeks 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
18th October, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Oorrespond- 
manip abi 18th Oct. ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... —... Number. 7,453 |. 11,591 
Sheep and jambs... ... Ba 7,047 10,728 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... . Cwts 66,233 63,115 
Mutton 50,416 56,147 
Pork 11,595 15,28 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
‘on Cwts. 87,976 100,644 
Beef 3,437 3,576 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... - 11,075 13,423 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting| ra 14,541 26,308 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 

Milk, fresh, in cansor¢rums ...... 30 

» preserved, other kinds ... 
Poultry Value £ 13,720 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) 5,918 10,566 
14,909 24,237 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Cwta, 2,246,197 | 1,868,500 
ad 485,508 493,900 
Beans 82,113 | 76,700 
Maize or Indian corn... 644,503 974,100 
Fruit, raw :-— 
. ‘ 27,414 9,385 
Unenumerated ... 9,666 8,174 
taf, ove Tons, 8,735 8,854 
‘ Cwts 10,055 741 
egetables, raw :— 
Onions... Bushels, 230,741 166,381 
Potatoes ... ove eos Cwts, 105,313 29,225 
Tomatoes ... ove 7,830 6,720 
Unenumerated ... ... Value£ 3,968 2;876 


* Not shown in 1901. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of September, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. * 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade ot the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th inst. :— 
State of the Labour Market in September; Harvest Wages in 
1902 ; Census of Warwickshire and Glamorganshire ; The Strike of 
the Anthracite Coal Miners in the United States of America ; Belgian 
Industrial Census; Inspection of Factories and Workshops in 
Austria in 1901; Prices of Coal and Iron, &c., &c. ' 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in a Consular Report of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,907. Nanking, 1899, 1909, and 1901. 


Situation of the port and 
the condition of trade at the 
date of its opening to foreign 
commerce in May, 1899. 

Table showing total value of 
imports and exports during 
each of the last three years. — 


Prospects of the future im- 
port and export trade of ‘the 


port. 


No direct imports from 


abroad except a small quantity 
of coal from Japan. 
Particulars of the principal 
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Government Publications. 


foreign ‘imports in 1901 
(chiefly opium and cottons). 
Increase in the export trade, 
mainly in silk piece-goods, 
goat skins, and hides. 
Projected railways to Nan- 
king, one from Shanghai, and 


the other from the mineral 
fields of Shansi. 

Comparative tables for three 
years of the principal articles 
of import and export, foreign 
and native imports being 
distinguished. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports from the following British Colonies have been issued 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


No. 364. Seychelles. 
No. 367. Ceylon. 
No. 21. Miscellaneous. Report on the Caribs of Dominica. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Forty-siath Report of the Commissioners of H.M. Customs ( for th2 
year ended 31st March, 1902). [Cd. 1,226.] Price 3d. 


The gross Imperial Customs revenue collected in the year 1901-2 
amounted to 32,250,948/., or after deduction of drawbacks and re- 
payments, to 31,046,5601. This is 4,775,601/. more than the pro- 
duce of 1900-1901, and 1,046,560/. more than the budget estimate 
for the year. ‘I'he Customs revenue has thus brought in 3°49 per 
cent. more than it was expected to produce, and 18°18 per cent. 
more than it produced in 1900-1901. 

Cocoa, cocoa husks, chocolate and cocoa butter contributed in 
duties 255,3011., coffee 174,342/., dried fruit 379,8891., spirits 
4,581,5201., tea 5,792,9671., tobacco and snuff 10,567,705/., and 
wine 1,449,687/. 


Board of Agriculture. Agricultural Returns, Statistical Tables 
showing acreage under crops and grass, and number of horses, cattle, 
sheep and pigs in the United Kingdom, with particulars for each 
County of Great Britain. 1902. Price 6d. 


These tables are issued by the Board of Agriculture to amplify 
and supplement the preliminary statement of the Agricultural 
Return for 1902, ‘which was published on pp. 495-6 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for 11th September. ‘The returns then pub- 
lished related only to Great Britain; the present tables, whilst 
giving a detailed statement for each county in Great Britain, 
include also the totals for Ireland as furnished by the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. The features 
presented by these returns and by those relating to the produce 
of the crops will, as heretofore, form the subject of a general report 
in the annual volume of statistics to be preraved after the close of 
the year, when information as to prices, imports and foreign 
agriculture becomes available. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price} No. Place. Price 
EU ROPE— 2758 ee. Colonial Estimates 
Austria-H H for 1 14d. 
2852 | Austria-Hungary ...1901) 14d.|| 2790 Colonies ...1900-01| 2d. 
2857 | Bohemia ‘én s+ 5, | 54d.|| 2819 | German East Africa ...1901 14d. 
2895 | Fiume ... eee 3, | 1d. || 2845 | Germany Bra 23d. 
2762 | Trieste ... toe eee yy | 13d.|| 2748 | Estimates of German En- 
pire for 1902... ld. 
Belgium: 2774 | Pomerania... 34d. 
2901 | Belgium (Finances and 2751 | Prussian Estimates for 
Trade) 901] 2d. 1902-03... 1d, 
2745 | Samoa ... ..1901 4d. 
Bulgaria: 572 | Higher, Middle and Lower 
2827 | Bulgaria one 1901) 23d. Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
573 Supplemantocy report on 
Denmark: Chemical Instruction and 
2739 ld. Chemical in 
2829 | Denmark Germany ... Ld. 
574 | Prussian Railways «| 3d, 
France and Colonies: 575 | German Iron trade in 1900 
2881 | Algeria... 1900 & 1901) and 1901 ... ove 3d. 
2817 | Bordeaux one 21901) 4d. 
2805 | Brest . coe 9 | 14, 
2768 | Calais ... cow | 
2806 | Cherbourg sis eee yy | 2d. || 2788 | Cyclades «.-1901| 1d. 
2784 | Corsica eee | 1d. || 2800 lelands... 
2808 | Dunkirk ees 9) | 1d. || 2760 | Morea .. | 
2737 | France .. --1900) 3d. || 2775 | Pirseus ... nen | 
2876 | French Guinea, 1899 & 1900 1d. || 2764 | Thessaly a 1d, 
2834 | French Indo-China ...1901| 1d. || 576 | Mineral Resources of Greece 103d, 
2821 | Hamburg | 
2754 | Havre ... | BA Italy: 
2855 | Marseilles | 2801 | Elba 1900-01) 1d. 
2765 | Nantes . eas eee 99 | 1d. || 2820 | Genoa ... ‘ +1901} 23d. 
2786 | Nice... eee 99 | Id. || 2865 | Lecce Province cow 
2891 | New Caledonia | 1d. || 2809 | Leghorn 
2823 and Kari- 2773 on 
kal | 1d, || 2744 {Na 
2815 Réunion coe | 1d. || 2864 South. Italy ‘(Supple- 
2866 | Senegal... gy) | mentary) . || 
2877 | Society Islands ad 1d. | 2896 | Rome and District. » | 2d. 
582 | Chemical and Metal Indus- 2838 | Sardinia 
tries of the District of 2887 | Sicily ... | 
Lyons... 1d, 
German Empire and Colonies: Netherlands and Colonies: 
2816 | Baden ... 1d. || 2761 | Amsterdam... -1901). 1d. 
2783 | Bavaria... yy | 2883 | Dutch Guiana.. 
2769 | Chemnitz yy | 4d. |] 2863 | Java... 
2892 | Dantzig... os «+ yy | 1d. || 2882 | Netherlands (Finances) 
2851 Frankfort-on-Main 901-2) 2d. 
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No. Place. Price’ No. Place. Price 
Norway : AFRICA— 
2873 | Norway ...1901| 23d.|| 577 | Agricultural Prospects of 
the Plateaux of the Uga 
Portugal and age” Railway .. 1d. 
2799 | Beira ... .-1901) 14d.|| 2872 | British Central Africa Pro- 
2861 | Chinde .. | tectorate . .-1901-02| 23d. 
2794 | Goa = eee yy | 3d. || 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901 2d. 
2811 Lourenco Marques 1900) 1d. || 2903 | East Africa Protectorate| — 
2890 | Oporto .. .-1901) 1d. 1901-02} 1d. 
2846 Mozambique | 1d. || 2818 | Independent State of fee 
2746 | Portugal -..1900) 13d. ngo ld. 
Quilimane... ...1901) 3d. || 2875 | Liberia.. 1 od. 
2812 | Tete... ase eee sy | 1d. || 2867 | Port Said and Suez 
(Egypt) ld. 
Roumania: 2742 | Somali Coast "Protectorate, 
2874 | Roumania ...1900 and 1901) 13d. 1900-01] 2d. 
: 2787 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1901] 2d. 
Russia 2893 | Zanzibar 
2782 | Batoum.. 2d. 
2897 | Finland — ld. 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement). ~1900 ld. AMERICA, NORTH— 
2750 »  (Agriculture)...1901} 14d. United States of America: 
2904 » | 24d.|| 2755 | Baltimore ---1901} 24d. 
2810 Poland and Lithuania | 24d.|| 2759 | Charleston... gy 
2860 | St. Petersburg... eee | 33d.|| 2763 | Chicago oon gp 
2842 | Taganrog ook | 2887 | Hawaii .. +: 
2752 | New Orleans 
2781 | New York... 
’ 2858 | Oregon, Washington, 
2757 | Servia «. 1900, 1901) 1d. and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. 
2798 | Philadelphia ... ee 
: 2889 | Philippine Islands ... ,, | 14d. 
2856 | Barcelona é 1901) 3d. || 2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. 
2780 | Cadiz ... ce ses yy) | 2d. || 2826 | Porto Rico... ons gp | SE: 
2830 | Canary Islands yy | 2825 | San Francisco... 
2771 | Corunna eee | 2770 | Texas... | 
2824 | Malaga... 3d. || 2894 | United ‘States .. 13d. 
579 | Mining Industry in “Spain 580 | Coal Industry of the Con- 
during the year 1901 ...| 2d. sular District of Chicago.| 1d. 
581 | Cattle and Meat Trade of 
Sweden: the United States... woe] 2d. 
2879 |Gothenburg ... —...1901) 23d.|| 583 | Iron Ore Industry of the 
2778 | Stockholm ooo 99 | 280. United States... soo] 
Turkey: 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana_....1901) 2d. Mexico: 
2884 | Baghdad nae eee 95 | 1d. || 2853 | Vera Cruz ---1901) 13d. 
283] | Bengazi... 1900-01) 13d. 
2835 | Bussorah ove 1901) 3d. AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
2813 | Constantinople soe yy | 23d.)| 2776 | Costa Rica... +1901) 1d. 
2832 | Damascus... ee yy | 2d. || 2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 
2792 Erzeroum 99 13d. 1900-01 4d. 
2854 | Smyrna... 19d. 
2766 | Trebizond ose 1d. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
578 | Trade and Economic ‘State Argentine Republic: a2 
of Vilaye of Tripoli 2767 | Buenos Ayres ... +1901] 2d. 
during the past 40 years ... | 2793. | Rosario... co gy || 


[ ] 
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| 
No. Place. |Price No. Place. Price 
Brazil : 2738 | Foochow a +--1900} 1d. 
2888 | Bahia and Sergipe ...1901| 1d. || 2850 Ad: 
2844 | Para... yy | §@. || 2796 | Hankow ... 
2814 | Pernambuco ... see gy 2d, || 2906 | Ichang ... 
1}d.|| 2871 | Kiukiang ...  ... | 


2859 | Porto Alegre ... voiced 
2740 |Sergipe... ... —-...1900} 1d. || 2905 | Kiungchow ... +1901] 1d. 
2907 Saaking 1899, 1900, and 


Chile : 1901} 1d. 
2885 | Chile ... 2828 | Newchwang ... ... ,, | 1d. 

2753 | Coquimbo ... 1d. || 2804 | Ni 

2779 | Samshui see 1d. 

Colombia: Republic of 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse. 1900} 1d. 

2747 | Colombia - (excepting 2839 | Swatow... ... ..1901} 1d. 


Panama) ...  ...1901| 2870 | Wenchow | ‘Id. 
2840 | Wuchow 


2868 | Guatemala, trade, agricul- 
ture, kc. 1900 and 1901} 24d. Japan: 
2789 | Japan ... «1901 2d. 
Paraguay : 2300 | Hakodate 
2886 | Paraguay. ... 3d. || 2899 | Nagasaki 
2869 | North Formosa is Lo 
Peru: 2878 | Shimonoseki and Moji.. ,, | 1d. 
2807 | Peru... ...1901) 23d.|| 2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01) 2d. 
A 2841 | Yokohama 1901} 14d. 
Uruguay: 
2847 | Uruguay ose 1901) 13d. Korea: 
2849 | Korea ... +1901) 33d. 
2833 | Caracas... +1901) 1d. Persia: 
2772 | Ciudad Bolivar. | $4. || 2803 | Persian Gulf on 
ASIA— Siam : 
China: 2898 | Bangkok 1901] ‘13d. 
2777 | AMOY 1901) Id, 
2862 | Canton... Mes sa) 1 PACIFIC ISLANDS— 


2797 | Chin-kiang... see, | 1d, || 2848 | Friendly Islands +1901) 1d, 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. _ Price. 
EUROPE— 
Belgium: 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for 
the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals... 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of pe aga Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... Si By 4d. 
France: 
1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 — $d. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... id. 
12 Convention regulating the ae egal? Service between Great 
Britain and France... 24, 


Germany 
8 Agreement between the United Kingdom and' Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 4 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 63d. 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States: © 


6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans _ ... 4d. 
11 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, : 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 4d, 


AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Brazil: 


S Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... ooo 1d, 


ASIA— 


Japan 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
to China and Corea... 4d. 


Persia: 

5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of wong ner communication between 
Europe and India through Pers ose 1d. 
2 General Index to the Tr ee Serice, 1897-1901 oe eee 3d, 


| 
| 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual, 
I No. Place. Price, 
346 Northern Nigeria | 1s. 10d, 
347 British Solomon Islands ose 
349 British Guiana aoe ane ose coe bes 2d. 
350 St. Vincent... ove 2d. 
352 Cocos Islands... one ooo | 
353 Southern Nigeria ooo | 134. 
354 Bermuda ost oe | 
335 Gambia oes 2d. 
356 Falkland Islands ooo! 12d. 
337 | Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 
360 Straits Settlements... 2d. 
361 Sierra Leone ... pins | 24d. 
362 British Honduras 2d. 
363 Turks and Caicos Islands axe 2d. 
364 Seychelles... vee 4d. 
865 Bahamas was wis eee coe | 
367 Ceylon ove ove eee 3d. 
Miscellaneous : 
q 20 Wei-Hai-Wei ... 4a. 
21 Dominica, report on the Caribs of vee oe | 2d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 


concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 


which was appointed in J uly, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to considér and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on al] subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to.it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899 ; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs ; Excise and “‘ Consumption” duties ; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Regulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., Sc. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 

formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Pa C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents. in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 24d. 
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